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T H E 


PREFAC 


'F-O. 3 H-E 


READER. 


HAT this Diſcourſs way not ſeem to take that for granted 

which cannot be proved, and that ſome Notions in it, 

T ſeemingly new, may give the Reader no Offince. I crave 
leave to premiſe : 

Firſt, 7hat the Holy Ghoſt was certainly deſigned for a Witneſs 
to the Trath of oxr Lord's Reſurre@ion, and Exaltation to the Right- 
Hand of Majeſty, and given to confirm the Chriſtian Faith. For, 

Firſt, Our Saviour doth aſſure his Diſciples, that this his Advo- 
cate ſhould at his coming convince the World of Sin,” vis. of the 


great Sin of Infidelity, becaule they believed not in him 3 ad of 16. 7:-. 
Righteouſneſs, or that He, though condemned by the Sanhedrim 9, 1 ©: 


« a Falſe Prophet, and a Deceiver of the People, was a juit and 
righteous Perſon, one highly favoured by the God of Heaven, becauſe 
the ſerding of the Holy Spirit wes 4 full Evidence that he was Gone 
to the Father, that he was exalted to the Rightshand of God, and 
had received from the Father the Promiſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ' | 

Secondly, St. John, the beloved Diſciple, "doth inform us that 


the Spirit was the great Witneſs that Jefus was the Son of Gad, 544. 5.6, 


and that of the three Witneſſes on Earth fo this great Irnth, the 8. 


| Holy Spirit wes the firit, 


A 2 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, St. Paul doth frequently declare, that by the 1acirumn, 
T2 pag- 4, e, the Gifts, and Diſtributions of the Holy Ghoſt, the Teſti. 
we ©: many of Chriſt was confirmed to al/ Chriſtians, ard that God by 
x55 *- 0z0ving Bs Holy Spirit to them, did confirm them in Chriſt. 


Be famSy 

b- "e.” _ c \ "ws ee ww 3 - 8 \ s HL vw ye nd as , 

ey Uiy, i Cor. 16, 6. ExBawwy nuas &s Y91509,,- $895;-- 0 o'ss T Arratwya Ts TreupuarF, 
= Cor. 'P 2T, & Þ« 


And npon this, as well as other Aecconnts,. he ſeemeth to be called 
; Tlzedxanr9, the Advocate of Chriſt, becarſe he was to undertake 
the Defence of the Miniſtry, and the Prophetick Office of or Lord 
againſt the Preſidents of the Sinagogue, and the great Sanhedrim of 
the Jews, who had condenmed him, and procur'd his Death as « 
Falſe Prophet. w_ 

S:condly, I premiſe that the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſeem 
beſt explained by that Notion of the Aicly Ghoſt, which I have here 
eſpouſed, to make this as clear as I am able; let it be noted, 

Furſt, That there is a manifeſt DiſtinFion in the New Teſtament 
betwixt the Power of working Signs and Miracles, a»d the Gifts 
and Diſtributions of the Holy Ghoſt. As where St. Paul ſpeaketh 
of things wrought by him to make the Gentiles obedient in 
, Word and Deed, by mighty Signs, and 

* Miracles, and Powers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
when he ſpeaks of the Goſpel preached by 
& inte Trwuar3 » Jvauns, hum in demonſtration of the Spirit, and 


" 4 Fl \ p . . N 
St JVY&uH OUUEIDY &, T4 TW , y ouV 
LH TY $uATQ), I'5 KR m. 1IQ9. 


i Cor 2.4T- in Power, and of the Duty of the Clergy 
NY Ty Mans He, o Juana dts, 2 Cor. to commend themſclves to others by the 
G.6, 7. Holy Ghoſt, and by the Power of God ; 


Lg, x ., # Vhen he ſpeaks to bis Galathians, of him 
ne PG 2 that miniſtreth the Spirit, and worketh 
(1355 wy JYrt pe; UMy, ©: . 4. 

FT, LO A Far, Miracles among them. Azd to. his Thel- 


 Ivdue. » & mTreuem ev, falonians, of the Goſpel coming to them 


i Theſe 1.5. in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 44 
laſily, to the Jewiſh Converts, that. God bore witneſs to the 


p \ P \ Ly - S F 
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\ 
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ders, and divers Miracles, and Diſtri- 
butions of the Holy Ghoſt, Ard that 
| being 


Word of his Grace, by Signs and Wor- 


, 


} 
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being baptized, they were made Partakers wuinge: yormadirres rrivuar® axis, x) 


of the Holy: Ghoſt, and: had taſted the 7 = arw Srraper minor digrt, 


Powers of the World to come. 6 1b. 4a 5* : 
Secondly, That the Holy Ghoſt was ſent, after our Saviour's Re. 

irreFion, to bear witneſs both to the Truth of his ReſurreFion, and 

ofthe D-&rine which he taught, He eiving in his Teſiimony with the 


Apoltles, of theſe things. For when the Advocate cometh, which 1 5 59). 
I, ſaith Chriſt, will ſend you from the Father, he ſhall teſtihe 16,1 7. 


of me, and you alfo ſhall bear Witreſs of me, for you have been 
with me fromthe beginning. Accordingly we, ſaith St. Peter, are 


he hath given to thoſe that obey him. 

Thirdly, 7 hat our Lord Jeſus, and his Apoſtles ſeems plainly to 
aſert the Holy Spirit was to give in his Teſtimony, after his Reſur- 
retFion and Aſcenſion to the Father : This is ſo evident from the 


his Witnetſes of theſe things, and ſo is the Holy Ghoſt which ; 


Act 


3 3] 


forecized Places, and from that Expreſſion of St. John, the Boly ; 5.;. 
Ghoſt was nor yet, becauſe that Jeſus was not yer glorified 3 7hat 39. 


it ſeeras needleſs to add any thing in farther Confirmation of it. 

Now hence it follows, that the Holy Ghoſt was to be a ſucceeding 
Teſtimony to that of th: Miracles wrought by o:r Saviour upon Earth, 
and conſequently that the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, was a 972 chief- 
ly, and compleatly to be committed afterwards; which alſs. ſeemeth. 
probable even from the Tenor of 0:r Saviours Words. 


ſey, He hath a Devil, and cafts out Devils by 
torgiven him. 


Fourthly, Obſerve that this was the Iaſt 1eſtimony God would ex- 
bibit to the Jews, toevidence tothem that Jelus was indeed the true 


Meſſiah, ard that on their RejeFion of it depended their being giver . 


up to judicial Blindneſs, and to utter Deſolation, and Exciſion . fron: 
being any more his Church, and his.peculiar People. Accordingly, 
after this Blaſphemy againſt our Lord, both He, and. his Diſciples, 


fiilleall them tothat Faith and Repentance which would aſſuredly pre: + 


cure their Pardon 5 but then He warns them of the Greatneſs of their 
Sr, as being next to that which was unpardonatle, informing then, 


that- 


Whoſoever , . 


ſnall ſpeak a word againſt the Son of Man hey now do, who , . 
eclzebub) 1t ſhall | 
be forgiven him; 5: J's Pao 731 pry cis 76 c yov, TVEU (4, but whoſever 2 


(hereafter } ſhall blaſpteme acgainſtthe Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be.; 
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thay as they had blaſphemed the Miracles wrought by the Finger of 

God, or by the Power of the Spirit before their Eyes, ſo if they ſhould 

add to this, the Contempt of thoſe internal Gifts and Operations of the 

Holy Ghoſt, which were to be vouchſafed after his ReſurreFion, for 

farther Confirmation that he was the Son of God, their Sin ! ol 

then become nnpardonable. And the Author to the Hebrews, declares 

6 tb. 5,it a thing impoſſible to renew them to Repentance, who being 
6. made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and having taſted the Poy. 
ers of the World to come, did notwithſtanding wilfully apoſtatizz 

from the Proſe(ſion of the Chriſtian Faith 3 for that by the word Iau, 

in that Expreſſion, we are to underſtand miraculous Powers may be 

| | concluded, not only from the like Uſe of the 
Tg xy TIiAGt Jag. 2 Hebr 4+ Ford in this Epiſtle, but alſo in many 9. 
ee ee dats Ther Places of the New Teſtament, 
cena 8 72 Fad s ws 2s T hat 5 4701 <iar. the World to come, 
oz, 19 At. 10. See'15. Rem 19. denotes the Times of the Meſſiah, cannot 
1 Cer. 2-4 2 Cor.6.7. 4 Gal.z. 1 Theſ. be reaſonably doubted by him, who well con. 
"Mie Pia: ſiders, that Chriſt himſelf, according to the 
Eſa. 6. Tranſlation, or Expoſition of the Septuagint, is ſtiled 5 Tiany 5% 
w1oTH ear, the Father of the future Age, and that the Apo- 

{tle writes to the Jon in whoſe Account there were two Ages, the 

one before, the other after the coming of oxr Saviour, which they cons 

ftantly ſtiled Holam Habba, the future Age, or the World to 

2 11:. 5. Come, as the Apoſtle intimates inthat Expreſſion, For unto Angels 
hath he not put into Subjeftion the World to come 3 that is, 
whereas the Warld before Chriſt was chiefly governed by Angels, the 


22 90-1 Almighty having divided the Nations, «7 4a3y 5 Ayer, aC- 
Ge cording to the Number of the Ang«ls which were to preſide over 
1» 1:5c!, them, ſaith the Septuzgint, ard Ser, of them, a Ruler over every 
I 7. People, ſa1:h the Son of Syrach, according te the conſtant DoGrine 
* 7.4: 0f the Jews, embraced alſo generall; by the * Anttient Fathers, the 


7 2» World to come, or Chriſtian State, #3 not thus prt in Suvjecticn to 
<r@79% :'therr, but to one far exceeaing the Angels, even the only begot- 
71 "ten Son 6f God. | Eo 

T2 © EGQUOY | 

Cor a ARaUs i; OM Tires Tings mapkoxay, Juit. M. Apol. P. 44. vid. At 
rr Wiki kinks I SF oC Clem RECOUN. 1, 4 C43. Euleb. Demonſt. Evang. 1. 4. 
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(1) 


A Diſcourſe, tending to evince the Truth of 
Chriſtian Faith ; from the extraordinary 
Gifts and Operations of che Holy Ghoſt, 


by which it was at firfl confirmed. 
and Precepts of it doexcell all other DoQrines 


V | and Precepts, which either in pretence, or 


truly have been revealed to the World, will find ſufficient Rea- 
fon to believe that ſach an excellent Diſpcnfation took it's riſe 
from the moſt excellent of Beings. For it is, 

1. A Revelation which repreſents God to us ſuch in all Re- 
ſpeRs,. as Men of Wiſdom and Diſcretion would defire to be 
their Governor, viz. a God of infinite Power to protect, of in- 
finite Wiſdom to dire ns, and of the greateſt Goodneſs, Love 
and Compaſlion to deſign, and to promote otir Happinels and 
Welfare. 

2. It preſcribes ſuch Laws as every wiſe Man would chuſe to 
live. by, they being Holy, Jjaſt «nd Good, and the Obedience 7 Rom. 
they require, being our reaſorable Service, that is, fuch Service 12. 
as Our Own Reaſon cannot bur approve of as fit and proper to + Rm 
be done. | Fa 

2. It is a Diſpenſation which propounds ſuch Arguments to 
perſwade us to yield Qbedietice to theſe Laws, 2s no Man, who 
Tegardeth his own Intereſt, and truly loves himfe-f,, cap refit, 
they being the moſt admirable Bleſlings promiſed to the Obedi- 
ent, and the moſt direful and laſtmg Evils threatned to the 
Diſodbedient. | | 

& It is « Revelation which affords us good Aﬀtarance of the 
moſt powerful Aſktatice to perform this Duty, even the Aids of 

Divite Grace. | 


Hoſoever well conſiders the admirable PerfeRtion 
of the Chriſtian Faith, how far the DoQtrines 


Now 


(-2.) 
Now that ſuch a Revelation hath in it the true CharaGters of 
a Divine Religion, that it contains a Doftrine worthy of God, 
and therefore worthy of all Accepration, and cannot reaſonably 
be thought a politick, Contrivance of the Wit of Man, much le 
the Produdt cf wicked and deluding Spirits will appear evident 
to any. who hath Ability, and Opportunity to compare 41t with 
all pretended Dodtrines and Religions, which either the Wit of 
Man, or Craft of Satar, had belles brought into the World. 
Let any Perſon, who thinks otherwiſe, produce any Religion 
which doth ſo naturally tend to render Men truly devout and 
pious towards God, Chaſt and Temperate, Patient and Con- 
tented under all Conditions, more' Juſt and Honeſt, Kind and 
Peaceable, and Fruitful in good Oifices towards all Men, and 
which affords more ſolid Comforts and Supports under the Mi. 
ſeries of human Life 3 let him produce one Book, befides the 
Holy Scriptures, compoſed before they were written, | which 
gives us ſuch a clear, and true [dee of the Attributes and Work; 
of God, preſcribeth a more rational Service of him, hath Rules 
of Life more equal in themſelves, more beneficial to Mankind, 
which doth more fully tend to make Men better in all 'Reſpedss, 
Relations and Conditions ; and which doth offer more powet- 
ful Enducements to perſwade them to be ſo, and then he may 
have reaſon to prefer what he hath thus produced before. the 
' :PandeFs of the Chriſtian Faith ; but if no other Book can vie 
with the New Teſtament, no other Religion can compare with 
that which is contained in it; then muſt we either fay with 
Epicirns, that God is not concerned to be obeyed and worſhip- 
by the Sons of Men 3 or, with the zfidel, diſcard all Revelati. 
- ons of his Will as falſe; or grant that this, above all others, de- 
ſervesto be embraced as the muſt true and perfe& Revelation of 
the Will of God. | 
But this Argument hath by much better Pens been handled, 
and improved into fo clear a Demonſtration of the Truth of 
Chriſtian Faith, that nothing but the diſagreeing Lives of Chri- 
ſtians, which generally fall ſo exceeding ſhort of what this per- 
fect Rule preſcribes, or run ſo counter to it, could make Men to 
ſaſpe& the ſhining Evidence of it. | 


| 


ww ou 4 


RUDI PUT EEE TT TS TR mm TTtF 7 © wr TR 


EY 


_ = - 
I therefore have choſen to infiſt upon another; Argument, a- F 
riſing from the Extraordinary Gifts and Diſtributions of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by which this Do&rine was at firſt confirmed,.in- which 
] hope to make ſome ſmall addition to the Performances of 0- 
thers, and which I ſhall endeavor to confirm, by proving the 
enſuing Propoſitions. | | 
]. * That the Gifts and powerful Operations of the. Holy 
* Ghoſt were moſt aſſuredly vouchſafed tro propagate and: con- 
*« firm the Chriſtian Faith. | , 
I. © That the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt vouchſafed-to! our 
* Lords Apoſtles, and to the Primitive Profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
« Faith, are a. moſt full and ample Confirmation of it, and a 
* convincing Evidence that it is derived from the God of Truth. 
Now that the Gifts and powerful Operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt were thus engaged to confirm and propagate the Chriſt. 
an Faith, will be apparent, "y.<Y YE T 
1. From the Aſſurance which the Baptiſt gave, both to the 
Jews in general, and to the Phariſees and dadavcees 1n particular, 44. 1.3. 
that the Meſſiah would ſuddenly baptize thoſe who believed in 35 Ez. 
him with the Holy Ghoſt [ 3 Mat. 7. 11. ] if WM 
_ 2. From alike Promiſe which our Saviour made to his Diſcz- * 
ples, that he would ſend his Holy Spirix down upon them, and  * 
would baptize them with the Holy Ghoſt, and Fire| 15 John 26. 16 John 
5 AQ. 5.] or with the Holy Ghoſt appearing in a fiery Shape, 3: 
and by that Spirit would fhew them things to comez and from 
his Promiſe made not to them only, but to Believers 1n general, 
that they ſhould receive the Holy Ghoſt, *|[.7 John 38, 39. ] and * * Note 
laſtly, from the Promiſe made by St. Peter to all Jews and Gem | _ 


the 
* Feaſt of Tabernacles, they were accuſtomed to compaſs the Altar with Branches 


* in- their Hands, crying out Heſama, but on the laſt Day of the Feaſt, they were en- 


* joyn'd to compals it thus ſeven times ; ſaying ſome Prayers, in which they oit repcarcd 
* theſe Words, Hyanna and Harzlicha, ſave now and proſper us, and, as-rhey add, by the 


| © Inſtitution of their Prophets, they then ferch'd Water from. the Fountain of $:1045, and 


” brought it into the Temple ro their Prieſts, who poured it out upon the Altar with the 
* Wine of the Sacrifice, imping theſe Wards of the Prophet [{aiab, With, joy ſhall ye draw 
* Vater out of the Wells of Salvation," 1% Ila.) vi% and whiltt they were thus ſinging, th y 
* expeCted the Holy Spirit ſhould fall upon them, Talmud. tract. de feſto Tabernac. cap.c! a'l. 
And hence we learn why this Day was called he great Day of the Feaſt, and why o ir Lord 


ſpake then to them of the Holy Ghoft,. under the Netaphor of Water. 
B. tiles 


(4) 
tiles then ef. ne-at, og and being Witneſſes of the mira- 
culous Gifts of this $90 Spirits Mg on the Apoſtles In theſe 
Emphatical Expreſſions [2 4&s 38, 39. ] Repert and be hoptized 
every one of: you 74 the Name of Jeſus C hy '2 for the Remi wy of ſms, 
and ye-ſhall receive the Gift of tbe Hol, boſh, for the Fromiſe is to 
you, and to your Chiidren, and to all that are afar off, evex 4s. ma. 
119 as. the Lord -oun God. ſball 6414, Theſe things being o, plainly 
foretold and certified, and made the matter of a Promiſe, we 
have good reaſon to conclude that they ware true, for had no 
ſigna} Evidence been given of the - Completion of all the Pro- 
miſes now mentioned uponthe Primitive Profeſſors of. the Chriſtian 
Faith, the Expe&ation of the Chriſtians muſt have been entirely 
truſtrated, and the who's Story of the Evapgelſt St. John, and 
of the Aﬀs of the Apoſiles,, muſt have been canvinced of Falſe. 
hood, eſpecially when they fo ronndly do pronounce of Chriſts 
Diſciples, they were all filled with the I ly Ghoſt, and that 
ereat Grace was upon ther. all, 4 Adts 31,3 z | 

2. Moreover, that this was the uſua] Etject of Beptiſn, eſpe- 
cially where *rwas attended with the: Impolition. of the poſtler 
Hand:that ſome of thoſe miraculous Gifts were for a time conter'd 
on all at Baptiſ«, ſeems highly probable fromthe Baptiſts Words, 
who, when Feruſalexr, ard, all Jadea, aud all the Region about 
Jordan h:d been. baptized, af hing, fpeaks thus to them h Ma, s. 
1} £ indeed baptize you with. Water ts Kepertance , but he that 
cometh after me, ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghag, and Fire; 
from the Tenor of the Promile, / 2 Joe),28, 1t ſpall rome to paſt jn 
the laſt. days, 1 mill pour. ont cf my Spirit upon all Fleſh : From 
S.. Peters Engagements. *ud-v, to, every, baptized Perſon, that he 


frould receive the Holy Ghoſt ; and that becauſe the Promiſe aid 
relate to all the Jews, 4 mia ms is paxpzy, and all the called 
Gentil:s 3 from St, Pasls Queſtion to the Diſciples of St-Fohn 
C19. Acts 3, 5, 6.) What Baptiſm have ye receiv'd, who confeſs, 
that with it ye received not the Holy Ghoſt 3 and his baptizing them 
in the Name of the Lord. Jeſis, that ſo the Holy Ghoſt might fall 
upen thera. From his expreſs Words to the Charch of Corinth, 
even whete he is diſcourfing of theſe extraordinary Gifts (1 Cor. 
12,3:) That by one Spirit they were all baptized into.one Bog) 
and from his Declaration to the whole Church of ZEpheſar, oo 

| aſter 
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CLI. 
Yo they believed (ang Were baptized) thiy there all ſexled with the 
irit 0) 7 Prom iſe ; Frotn the elſe Cohniexiori 
; oof / Fe Bn 6 hap pezed CO, with the * RAT as J% 947 70 ASTC9 
infing o e ud! Gift, and Vei#s ade Partth eo7Tun od; gunapirer ? 
gs of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the Enter of the 10120 | TW, 7aV Te ard. 
orld fo come, 6 Heb. 4, 5. Here then we find” Wane, \Fuft; M. Dial. 2. p. 
4 Prottyfe of the Hot ly Ghoſt without reſtriftions, on: 
ind a Cohpletioh of it anſwerab e tothe largeneſs of the Terms 
m which it was corhpris'd, 30d" confe ently Matter of \PaCt a- 
youched ih CotifirMativh of the Apoſtles + Teſtimony; of Which; 
no Petſon that Was biptized could be ignorant, ahd of the Fal(- 
hood of which Teſtiniony, no Chriſtian could be Witneſs from 
his own Experience, without a Demonſtration of the Falſhood 
of the Aﬀertors of that Faith. 
3. Theit Writings give Us great Afﬀfurance of the Completi. 
on of this Promiſe to Believers, the Hiſtory of the AFs of 'the 
4 dſtles begins with the Defcene of the Hhy Ghoſt onthe Diſci- 4%: 2. - 
& ar the Diy of Pentecoſt, and the Experimetit 'they pave of 
Fi mitachſots Aﬀiſtance 5 Mer of every Nation under Heiven ; z 
it proceeds to tell us, how hefell' on he Samratites Converts at 
the T-pyptio# of the Hanfs of Fobii and Peter 3 how" at the. —B, 17. 
Preaching ofthe farne Apoſile;he Fell upon the Family, theFriends -: 0,44 
a Kindred of Corntlivs, and upon twave Diſtiples-of 'the Bap- 
Yo pod thelitipsfitior 6f the Hihds of the Hhoſte Pal, Thes has - 
He beginnerh his Bpiſ#He to the Rometr thits,T long bo fy ts mover 


URTIKO, 


I t by F may impart unto you ſome ſpiritual Gi z, "that" you viauy be 

ergy ed. Act i entbinga i os [ know' $a when [ come to fee m_ ps 
all come inthe Fulneſs of the Bl ng of tht Goſpel of Chriſt." .: 5.2.9. 

ft Ris welft h Cha} ter, "he re _ & hatd'+ kei jpdrs HNezoes F; ; JR -12; 6. 

vers Gifte, pb dg to #he Vpate pioe ep 10 YeM's particularly, 

thit 0 Wears | ol py he Fifte enth WW, Wy declares" he was' + 

the Mii oy TOO, 1p" the Goſpel of" .15,16. 


kids IR 
Yord aud Died, b Hordtrs,- and by the Poiver 


4 ant 
of the Spirit i Cot, tn his pr piſAe th the Chareh of Corinth, 


he abounds 7h" fuck PpectFans mentions do'refpe&t: theſe" 


Gifts not only ' exercilett by* bir,” But" received by them. £ 
B 2 thank 


Gods #EQ 5m fo ks Lind ba were 
| ceptable, ris a ' he" Wh Opt; adding; that Chyifh — 


FORDBD te#fHD, im #97 9 the GertHes obedient in \ 


(6) 
1 Cor. 11. hank my God, ſaith he,for the Grace given you in-Jeſus Chriſt, that 
5» 6,7- in every thing you are enriched in him in all Utterance (orTongues) 
and all Knowledge, even as the Teitimony of Chriſt was confirmed in 
you, ſo that you are. deficient in no Gift. He ſpends his whale 
Twelfth Chapter in the Enumeration of thoſe Gifts, by which the 
Manifeſtation of the Spirit was confirmed among them, viz, 
1 Cor.1 2 the Gifts of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Propheſie, and the diſcerning of 


8,9,10.the Mind of God, the Gift of Miracles, of Faith, of Healing,. of 


29, 39: divers kinds of T ongues, and the Interpretation of then; concluding 
with! theſe Queſtions, Are al! Apoſiles ? Are all Prophets? Are all 
Teachers 2 Are all Workers of Miracles? Have all the Gifts of Healing? 
Do all ſpeak, with Tongues £ Do all interpret ? but covet earneſtly the 

2 Cor. 8. eſt Gifts. In; his Second Epiſile, he declares that they abounded i» 

7 Faith,in Utterance and Knowledge.He chides them for abuſing theſe 
extraordinary Gifts, by making them Occaſions of their Boaſting 

1. Cor. 4. 11 that miſtaken Place, What haſt thou (of theſe Gifts) mhich thou 

7- haſt not received 2 and if. thou haft received them,wherefors doſt thou 
boaſt, as if thou hadſt not received them £ and for their uſing them, 

1 Cor.1 4 ſo as to breed Confuſion, in. the Church, ſaying,. How 7s it Bre- 

26. thren, that when ye come together,; every one of you. hath # Pſalm, 
bath a DoFrine, bath a Tongue, hath a Revelation, hath an Inter- 
pretation? Let all things be done to edifying. His Apoſtleſhip be- 
ing deſprſed,. or queſtioned by ſome,, or being judg'd inferior to 

_ that of, qthers,. he confirms and juſtifies it: by declaring, That 

' Cer. 2. bis Preaching was,not in the exticeing Words of Mins Wiſdonebut in 

4.' Demonſtration of the Spirit, and in Power, that they themſelves 
were manifeſtly declared to be the Epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtred by him, 

2 Cor. 3. written not with Ink; but with the Spirit of the living God; and that 

1.}- he therefore. needed no other Letters of Commendation to them ; 

2 Cor. 1. that he was net a-whit behind the wry chief of . the Apoſiles, and that 

4:5 they had received noother Spirit than what they had received from him, 

that in nothing- was he behind the wery Evie the Apoſtles, the:Signs 

o an Apoſtle being wrought-among. them yh 71 

Cor. 1-2. Oigns: and VVonders,. and right Deeds; a 4 

12,12. they infertaur to any other. Churche 


, 


z. Ga, 7, ofthe Church, declaring, that he who wrought effeFually in Peter to 
8,9, the Agoſtleſhip of the,Ciroumeifjon, was 4s efficacious in him toward: 


that. 7 notying were 
he compares\himſelfwith-the chief of the Apoſtles, and the Pillars 


the Gentiles, that theſe. Pillars ſaw, and perceived by the Grace given 
"= 


— 
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£29 
to him,that the Goſpel of Uncircumciſron was' committed to him,as the 
Goſpel of the Circumciſion was to Peter,and therefore gave unto then 
the Rieht- hand of Fellowſhip, that be with Barnabas, fhorld go nnto 3- Gl. 
the Gentiles, and they unto the Circumciſion * Adding for Confola- 7 3» !4- 
tion to the Gertiles, that Chriſt had redeemed them from the Curſe © 5ps. 2. 
: | ; ' 15. Rom, 
of the Law, that the Bleſſing of Abraham might come upon the Gen- , % 
tiles, that they might receive the Pronnſe of the Spirit through Faith, ;* j.,1, 
He magnifies the God. of Heaven, for Þle/ſzng* his Epheſians .. 
with all. Spirit al Bleſſings in heavenly "OILS ny 44 = 
, 4& . . »*/5 © 4 N eaceo 9s May 
things (* or Gifts) 77 Chriſt Jeſus - he be ſo rendred in this Place, is probable. 
prays that God would farther give unto 1. From the Phraſe jvaex/e Treu- 
them the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, yan, for the Gifts of the Holy Gh-/2 
for the Achnowledgment of Chriſt; and he are filed Ct 5. Rom. 2.9." wwey/e 7 
exhorts them to be filled with the Spirit, **yy+*, the Blefling of the Goſpel, 
ſpeaking one to another in Pſalms and and nw "$19 OG <p Parig 
Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs : The ſame age 5 5 b OG 0 Wore: 
Exhortation he repeats to his Coloſſzans: , Recife theſe Gifis are Nite 
Anda like Prayer he makes for them, £Tsc2ant#, thus when our S:viour had 
that they may be filled with the Knowledge (1. oln 1.) diſcourſed ot the Spirit 
of his Will in all VViſdom, and ſpirituat rec-ived in Bapciſm, he ſaith he had 
Underſianding.Two of his Admonitions !9id them ms e7e2y44,,and they who 
to the Theſſalonians are conceived in yp Partakers of theſe Gitts, arc 
a Ro NS 3 . id to have taſted + Svped's © Emmy 
theſe Words, quench not the Spirit, deſpiſe , co, atbs 
gefw's F. 4:0 0q s y Ol t 7. Heb. 4.. 
not Propheſies. The Author to the FHe- «*5,z.1617. +3 Col. 16.1 Co1.9, 
brews pronouncesi it a dreadfal thing || 1 74/5. 19,20. 
to fall trom the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, becauſe upon 65 714-. 
their firſt embracing of it, they had taſted of the. heavenly Gift, 4: 5. 
ard of the powers of th: VVorld to come, and were made' partakers 
of the -Holy Ghoſt 3 and therefore by revolting, after” they had 
thus received th: Knowledge of the Truth, . they; did ' deſpite to the<"4p 10. 
} Spirit of Grace. St. Peter advertiſeth, the ſame converted Jews *-/2 5: 
q that the Goſpel was preached to wp the © Aſſeſtance of the Holy 1 Pc. 1. 
fr | 


- T.2 & i ' 4. 4a \ \ LV. Fark th "L4*: Co > + »& ac: £ 
Ghoſt, ſent dowy from Heauen:. e gives theſe :rnſtrutttons 1 2. 
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to them, for the Utle of their. extraotdinary: Gifts, "AF "every 6b 4. 10, 
Mar hath received ;du5ue the Gift, fo'let them miniſter the (amy one 3 :- 
to another, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace of God, if any 
Man freaks let hins ſpeak. as. the Qracles of Got 5-of any Man mini- 
_ fer, . et bins do it as. of the Ability which God giveth, that God - all 
'vF | | things 


(8B) MIEY 

. things may be glorified through Feſus Chriſt. oF icog Forth the 

1 John 2: Chriſtiaes, (that they had an Union from the Holy one, and thy 
20,27. knew alkthings neceſſary, and that the Union they Bal recerved, 4. 
biding in them, they had no need that any Man ſhould teach them, 

but as the ſame Anointing taught them all things. Moreover, faith 

c.3- 24. he, hereby do we know that we abide in Chriſt by the Spirit which he 
hath given xz 3 and that this was their Preſervative againſt the 


many Antichriſts that were 1n the World. X ys 

4. Thar theſe extraordinary Operations of the Holj Ghof 
were thus vouchſafed to confirm the Chriſt;ar Faith, is farthet 
evident from the Conſideration, that the Apoſiles do, with the 
greateſt Confidence, produce this Teſtimony of the Holy Ghit 
as a convincing Demonſtration of the ReſurretF;on of our Zord, 
and of the Truch of what they had delivered in his Natne ; ahd 
as a full juſtification both of their Office, and their Adions : The 
5. 4%, God of onr Fathers, ſaith St. Petery. hath raiſed Jeſus to be a Print, 
3% 31» and a Saviour, to give Repentance unto Iſrael ; and we are his Wht. 
Zz. nefſes of theſe things, and ſo is alſo the Holy Ghoit, which hthat 
given to thoſe that obey him. When Peter was accuſed for trail: 
greſliong the Jewiſh Rites, by converſing with Corzelizs, and other 
uncircumciſed Perſons, he apologizes for himſelf, by ſaying, 
11 4+, The Holy Ghoſt fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning ; and 
15 by that faq, convinced the Zealots of the Circumciſion, when 
the believing Phariſees contended that it was ne<dful to Circum. 
cile the Geztiles,, and to command them to keep the Law of Moſs, 
St. Peter by this Argument contutes them, That God who knovr 
the hearts,of Men,bare wit that though uncircumciſed, they 
1 5. 42;, were. accepted with him, by giving them the Holy Ghoſt even as ht 
8. didto us. St. Paul ſpeaks thus to the Church of Corinth, M 
1 Cor. 2. preaching was in detnonitration of the Spirit, and in power , that Þ 
a they had received the Confirmation of the Faith by the .4++abv, 

:C-r.5.5. the Pledge, or earne##. of the, Spirit, by ; whoſe Teſtittiony they 
. were abundantly, confirmed, in the Frith of 'what they-did be. Þþ 
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lieve, and in-the Certainty 'of. has they did expett;  Thelt 

Gifts are reprefented by him,'as.a convincing Motive: to they - 

Prophet, or. ſpiritual Perſon, to ackhowledpe, that whit he wratt 1 

1 Cor.1 4104s the Commandment of Ged ; That, the Goſpel which he 'pret- It 

37- ched wasthe undoubted Truth, and that which was to be | | 
taindſ 


(9) 


taln'd \n oppoſition tothe Law, he. proves to the Galatians, be- 
, if cauſethe miniſtra tion. of the Spirit, and, the, Power of. working 
/ Miracles was the reſult not of the Law, but -of the Golpel-Di : 


i penſation.: For thus he puts the Queſtion to' them :? O fooliſh 3 Gu. 1. 
I Colatians, who hath bemitched ot that you ſhould not obey the Truth? —»» 
eceived you, the Spirit by the Works ©? 


h this ouly would Learn of you, Ie | 
he of the Law, or by the hearing of Faith? Are. you Wig” i: having $f 
| ft He erg: 
F, that miniſtreth the Spirit, and worketh Miracles amang you, datb 
beit by the Works of the Law, or by the Hearing of Faith ? In his 

Epiitla to the Theſſalonians, he argues their EleFion hy God be; 
ol cauſe his Foſpe' care not to them in Word only, but in Power, aid 1 Thiſ. 1. 
i Wis the Holy Ghoſt, and much aſſurance, «xd they received. the Word ». 5,6. 
Bl in nach afftict ion, and with joy in the Holy Ghoſt. In his Epiſtle to 
% | te Hebrews he ſhews the dreadful Iſſue of the Contemners of 
" the Goſpel upon this azcount, that God bare witneſs to it by Signs, 2 Heb. 4. 
Ml and Viicuders, and divers Miracles, and. Diſtributions of the Holy 
i; oF, according to his will, Now Arguments of this nature ne1. 
af. | ther could b- urg'd by, nor b-1ng offer*d, could prevail upon, 
bl wiſe and con{jdering, Men, had not the Matter of Fact, on 
" which they 91g ingirely depend, becn unconteſtible. 
by 5- This Argument regeives Yet farther Mis from this 
nf onfgeraricn, that thoſe Gifs, and powerful Operationzof th 
n. | Holy Spirit were either ſuch of which,even Infidel; mg from 
te ff the Natnre of them, be convinced, or luch as from ſome out- 
- Þ ward, or ſcafible Appearance, or by their inward, Operations 
« | 20d EffeQts, JAP themſclve; known to, them who had receiy'd 
+ @them 3 for-inſtapee, the. working of: Miracles, as the waking 
If 
at 
by, 
IC) 
N 
el 
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ott 


begwp in: the Spirit, are you made perfee in the Fliſh 


the Lame to.walk, the Deaf to hear, the Blind to ſee, the Dead 
tolive, which were all Miracles of Mercy, or the inflicting 
{ Blindneſs npon Elms, or Death on Ananias and Saphira, the 1347: 
| delivering Men up to Satan, the Rod which the Apoſtle threatens 2 '-\ 
ito the Diſabedignt - in; the - Chyrch, of Corixth, which, were all 5" 5) 
Miracles of Judgment. the caſting out Devzls by. the Name of © 
Jeſs, the healing the Sick by Impaſition.of Hands, the Gifts of 
I Prophecy, and diſcerning of Spirits, the Gifts of Tongues, and 
44; (14 bs Ioegapregation of them: it tryly, dope. were things ſclf-evi- 
| dents: and-could. not well be. exergiy without a ſentible De. 


Te- - 
nl monſtration 


( 10) | 
monſtration to all that ſaw, perceiy*d, heard, or felt them, that 
they were perform'd : And therefore, by enabling his Servants 
to perform them, God gave ful! teſtimony to the Word of his Grace, 

1 C-r.1.4. Some of theſe Gifts, ſaith the ApoiFle, were ſigns not to them the 

22,23: believe, but ts them that believed not, and by the Exerciſe of them 
he will be convinted, and the Secrets of his Heart will be made mani. 
feſt, and he will be induced to confeſs that God is in you of a Truth, 

| C-r.12, and therefore theſe are fitly ſtyled # gavizoors 7% Trivuard the Mani. 

7. feſtation of the Spirit. The Baptiſm of the Spirit was at the firſ 
attended with a lambert Fire, ſo he fell on the Apoſiles in the 

2 Mat. ſhape of fiery Tongues, when our Lord Jeſus was baptized, the 

is. HolyGhoſt deſcended on him in the Shape of a Dove, fay the 

| Evaneeliſts, 3; dann a Fire was kindled 1n Jordan, faith Juſtin 

Epiph> Martyr (Dialcu.Tryp. p:315.) metals ® mn.v 705 wn a great Light 

Her. 30. ſhone upon the Place ſaith the Goſpel of the Nazarens, which the 

ag ' 3* Syrian Churches alſo acknowledge in their Liturgy. The Spirit 

- V”- then given to believers is tiled the firſt Fruits which rais'd an 

J- (4h 

2 Cor. 1. ExpeRation in them of the Redemption of their Bodies, || the Earneſi 

22. of the Spirit in their Hearts, the Spirit by which they were ſealed w 

4Eph.30. to the Day of Redemption, the Earneſt of their Inheritance for the 

Ch.1.13 buying out of the purchaſed Poſſeſſron, the Spirit by which they were 

S £9 enabled to cry Abba Father, who teſtified to their Spirits that they 

: 23 dos were the Sons of God, and ſhould be heirs of Glory, and the Vit 

: Job. "neſs of God within them. Which expreſſions plainly intimate, 

10. ” that they who had this Spirit could certainly know he dwelt 

1 Fob. 4.1n them, and could be thence aſſured of their Relation to God, 

13- andof the, Happineſs which he had promiſed to them, accord: Þ 

1 3627. 178, £0 the ſaying'of St. John, hereby we know that we dwell in hin, 

T1 3 and he in us, becaiſe he hath given us of his Spirit. Moreover, 

uapmpls TE yrs? 1 Cor.1,6. BsBaiwns nay ds xpisty, 2 Cor.l.2 1,22, vid.t Cor. 1-5 

5 Gal.5.'1 Thefſ. 1.5. 2 Tim.1.14- | 


6. The Primitive Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith afford usa | 

full Teſtimony of the Continuance of thoſe Gifts and Operati Þ 

tions of the Holy Ghoſt in after Ages. St. Clemers, the Com Þ 

cd | Ge anion, and Fellow-labourer with St. F 

(a) -- Thos revue & 47115230 - Paul, in his Epiſtle to the (a) Church of | 
OO Ok Corinth ſaith, that they were filled with «s | 
> | inſatiabk | 


It 


(11) 
inſatiable deſire of doing good, and that there was a full Effuſion 
a” Holy Ghoſt »por them all. Enſebins adds, that the firſt 

rder of the Succeſſion of the Apoſtles and the Evangeliſts, 
which preached the Goſpel afrer them, * () 'tm? & 5% Sin meet err © 
(b) did many and ſtrange Wonders by &nim mr 0 euro a gay W935 dv. 
the Holy Ghoſt, Ignatins the Martyr 14's eripyor, Hiſt. Ecele b 3. co. 37- 
faith of the (c) Church of Smyrna, that — &) Enrnn —inenyuery &s mos 
ſhe was fevonred with all Gifts, and «pan RP yen; 20: 

SW. ; ; eouearer, Prom. 

Was defici ent 11: M0 Gift 4 Juſt os Martyr » (d ) Nowi nonnu{los indies Chriſti Di(- 
in his Dialogue with Trypho, declares ex- c(5p\;ymm ſyſcipientes, 3 & Aapbdy-e 
preſly of thoſe who were converted to Sipam irys & ora tin dn gurilo wer 
the (d_) Chriſtian Faith, that they every 4's 7% iviuar& 3% xers © wy 5» 
one received the Gifts, as they were worthy, 219516 ouriozas Tvev wa, © oh Beon;, 
when they were Baptized, ſome the Spirit of * ,** Wo Fo otmprt bo. vat FA 
Knowledg, ſome of Council, ſome of Forti- O47, Dial. cum 1oph. Þ RA. 
tude, fome of Healing, fome of Fore-know- +; 5 5.5, > ix, ry Temms 
ledge.ſome of DoFrine.And egy yeeiojwnd icy (ET 2), ave rorthvas 3- 
xs, faith he, ever fo this preſent Time, the ec{) $74 im To mA NY TO Jaye Vauby 
Gifts of Propheſie are preſerved, whence you *172 es ipds wenn, Þ. 308. B. 
Jews ought to underſtand, that what of old *t nv Sv iJay uy ondtey yy ep owes 
was proper to the Jewiſh Church, is now 7" nm OM Ie 07 995 
tranſlated to us 3 and a third time, Own FO 3000 
Men andV Y omen have theGifts of the HolyGhoſt.Irenzus,ſpeaking 
of the wonderful Operations of our Lord, ſfayeth thus, (e) They 'e)'tr 75 
who are truly his Diſciples, receiving Grace from him, do the like **-v* 5 
V Vorks in his Name, as every one hath received the Gift from" © 
him 5 ſome ejefing Devils ſo Fpcacionſy, that they who were deli- —_—__ , 
vered from them, eſpous'd the Chriſtian Faith, and conſtantly per- $1, ,; 


| ſevered in it > others bad the Knowledge of things future, Divine 015% ad. 
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F ifforis, and prophetical Predifions were vouchſaſed to them ; g- 
thers by Inipoſition of Hands, cured the Diſeafed, and others raiſed 
the Dead. * (is needleſs, faith he, to inſiſt upon Particulars, for the 
miraculous Gifts which the Church, throughout the YVorld, enjoys, 
and the beneficial Miracles ſhe worketh for the good of Heathens, are 
iunumerable. And treating of theſe Words ct the Apoſtles, VV: 

ſpeak YVViſdow among thoſe that are per- 
3s 8 7:20) £xceph) 24:2 felb, he faith, that Ct) the Apoſtle, by the 


Ov y TH CHKNNTIG TegpuTlts WHeT- perfeF, COnderſtandeth thoſe who. have Yee 
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yy, # meynedami's naiy- cezved the Spirit of God, and by that Syi- 
rit ſpeak, all Langrages, as we our ſelves 
have heard ſrom many Brethren of the 
017 tetiyeplrer,” Le 5. Church, having prophetick, Giſts, and by 

OE the Spirit ſpeaking all Languages, diſcover. 
| | ing the hidden things of Men, and mani- 
fefting the Myſteries of God. 

Nere then we find by all theſe early Teſtimonies of Martyrs, 
for the Chriſtian Faith, that in the firſt and ſecond Certuries, in- 
numerable Gifts were {till continned, not only to fome Churches, 
but to all Churches, every where, that every one at their Baptiſm 
received ſome or other of theſe Gifts ; and that there was « full 
Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt vpor them all ; that theſe are Relat; 
ons, not of things paſt and gone, or only performed in a Cor- 
ner, but of things performed every day in the Face of the pub- 
lick Aſlembly, . and ſo confirmed by the joynt Teſtimony of all 
Chriſtian Churches, that they were Miracles which their own 
Eyes had ſeen, Tongues, and Prophetick, Gifts, which their 
own Ears had heard, -. Gifts which, they, urg'd againſt the unbe- 


Heving Jew for his Convition, and beneficial Miracles fo truly 


} 
Xty; Ce th , 


{: 'F. þ5. 


wrought upon the Heathen, that they were efficacions to en- 
gagethem to cſpouſe,. and perſevere. unto the end in the Pro- 
te(hon of the Chriſtian Faith. - And: therefore this may well de- 
ſerve to be efteemed,as Origen welt: (tiles-1t, #:3da amiderkis 3s hys, 
the proper. Demonſtration of onr Feſr,the Archetype or eſſential 
PYord ; no other Dodrine, no other Pretender to the Pawer of 
doing Signs or Wonders, having-ever derived the Power from 


himſclf, on others, entayVd it on them by Promiſe, or engag'd | 


that all Beievers (ſhould receive 1t 3 no Heathen Apollowzns, no 
| Roman 


(3) 
Roman Jugler ever pretending to enable their Followers to-fpeak 
with Tongues, to interpret the Language of another, to dat- 
cern the Secrets of Mens Thoughts, to confer all, or any of 
theſe Gifts by Impoſition of Hands. And Secondly, ©5772; 
' f iniSots, the moit Divine Convincing Demonſtration of the Truth, 
and the celeſtial Original of that Faith which gave the full Eftu- 
fion of theſe Gifts to the Profeſſors of it. | 
[ have hitherto diſcourſed, as if the Gifts of Healing, Diſeaſes, 
caſting out Devils, and working other powertul Miracles, were 
to be reckoned among the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt,and I indeed 
believe thar all theſe' ate wpmuuare 5% nriverD, the Operations. of 
the Spirit > but then I humbly conceive, that this Phraſe; 
weiouare 5% TrwperF, the Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt, doth in the 
Scripture bear another Senſe, and doth | 
dictinaly a (lignifie the inward Gifts, by X "Ts js the conſtant Notion of 
which the Underſtanding is-enlightned, .'>* #5 Gy among the Anrient 
and is enabled to perform things, which /*** * 1220s nos cs 6 bs 
' Þ by Nature: it could not do without £5240 4 3" et I —_ 
_ | immediate Workings of the Holy Ghoſt. [+ 1.0 19 Gy 
When therefore we read in Scripture of 
nicam, ovude' dues, 1 grant we generally arc to underſtand mi- 
raculous Operations performed upon others, a5 the Healing of 
the Sick, making the Lame to walk, the Deat to hear,the Blind 
to ſee, the Dead to live, the caſting out, and filencing of De- 
| vile, and their Oracles 3 but when we frad in Scripture mention 
of the Holy Ghoſe, and of the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, or Sv7rit, 
| humbly conceive, we rather are to underſtand the Gifts. of 
| Wiſdom, Knowledge, Faith, Propheſie, diſcerning of Spirits, 
the Gifts of Tongues, and the Interpretation of them. My 
Reaſons for this Votion, which I ſubmit to. better Judgments, 
are theſe following. ' = _ IN 
' T, Becauſe onr Savior, Whilſt he was upon Earth, gave to; . x;, 
' his Apoſtles, and to the Seventy Diſciples, Power to heal the Sick, g. 
to cleanſe the Lepers, raiſe the Dead, and caſt out Devils; and yet 19Luc.g. 
; the Evargeliſt St. John,informs us, that the Holy Ghoſt was not yet, 17. 1 y. 
becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified. Our Saviour telis his own 779-29: 
|: Diſciples, that the Paraclyte would not come till he departed 5 And * 6F ».7. 
St. Peter, That our Lord being exalted to the Right-hand of God,” = y 


"» all received * *. 


Chap. I1 
; ihe 


(14) 
received the Proxiſe of the Holy Ghoſt 5 the Holy Ghoft therefore 
muſt ſignifie ſome thing diſtinguiſhed from-the Power of working 
Miracles. 

2. It is almoſt impoſſible to conceive that the Diſciples of the 
Baptiſt (mention'd Aﬀs 19.) had never heard of the other Mira. 
eles wrought by Chriſt, and his Foſter, and yet they doexpreſl 
ſay, we have not heard whether there be an Holy Ghoft, this Phraſ: 
mult therefore, in their apprehenfion:, ſgnifie ſomewhat 0i- 
ſtint from what we properly do call. the Power of working 
Miracles. TJ 

3. The Prophecy of Joel, which by St. Peter is-mention'd a 
the Promiſe on which the giving of the Holy Ghoi? was found. 
ed, is only a Promiſe of Y:ſfrons, Dreams and Prophecy, but not 
of Miracles, and the Gifts of the Spiris mention'd J the Pro, 
pher Iſaiah are only thoſe of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Underſtand. 
ing, Council, Courage, Pigty, and the Fear of God ;. no mention 
being made of ſigns and wonders. | 

4: Becauſe throughout the Hiſtory of the AF of the Apoſiles, 
where St. Zke hath occaſion to mention the Miracles which the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Profeſſors did, he always uſes the Words 
Tigamre, onuce, Ioydues, Honders, Signs, Powers, but where he ſpeaks 
of Perſons propheſying or ſpeaking with Tongues the wonderous 
Things of God, he doth as conſtantly aſcribe this to the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcending on them-: Inſtances of the firſt kind you will 
find, 2 A#s 22, 43.| 4-16, 22, 3o, 33-| 5-12:| 6,8.| 8. 6,12, 


I43.| 15-12. | 19. IT, | 


Pd. Supr, 
prefat- 


Inſtances of the ſecond kind-occur, 3:A4GF516. | 2. 4, 11. | 7. 
$1. | 8: 17.| 10. 44 45. | 19. 2,6. | 20.23, 28.| 21. 13. | 28.25;| 
| 5. Bzcauſe where the Scripture mentions theſe things together, 
it puts a manifeſt Diſtintion between Signs,,. and Wonders, an1 
Gifts, and Operations, and diſtributions of the Holy Ghoſt, as v. 
9. 15. Rom. 19. 3. Gal. 5. 2.Heb.4:2+. And therefore having ſpo- 
ken of theſe things hitherto in general, and without diſtin&tion, 
for. farther demonſtration. of. this Matter I proceed to ſpcak. 


more. particularly of ſome of thoſe x#«7vem or Gifts. which: 


in.the ſtricter Acceptation of. the Word, do bear-that Name. 
1; And firſt, the Gift of- Prophecy affords a ſignal Demonſtra- 


tion of the Afliſtance of, the Holy Ghoſt vouchſafed to Oe j 
NAYVE: F3- 


tors of the Chriſtian Faith, 


C15 ) 
F have already ſhewed that this Gift was exerciſed at Rowe, at 
Theſalonics, *tis repreſented by St. Pal as a thing common ard 
Juxuriant in the Church of Corinth, who declares, that each 1 Cor. 1.4- 
Man had his Revelation, and that all might propheſie, and that 26> 3*- 
they ſhould w—_ ſpiritnal Gifts, but above ethers Propheſie. More-" *- 
'over, he inſtrutts them how, and when to uſe, and when to If- 
mit and reſtrain this Gift, and chides them for abuſing the plen- 
- © tiful Effaſfion of it, to the Confuſion of the Church, the Dil- 
g ©} turbance of the Peace, and the Hindrance of her Edification. 
Now the Word Prophefie, imports ſometimes only the Inter- 
s Þ pretation of the Scriptures, or Will of God to the Edification; 
. & Exhortation, or Comfort of the Hearcr; ſometimes the com- 
t Þ poſing of ſpiritval Hymns, of Praiſes and Thankſpivings by the: 
« Þ unmediate Aſliſtance of the Holy Spirit, in both which Senſes, 
. © it is uſed by St. Pal, when mentioned among the «ecruam, youch- 
1 © fafed to the Church of Corinth, but then it was ſo uſed, or with 
ſuch Evidences of Divine Afiiſtanee, as to convince, not only 
the Unlearned, but Unbelicvers, that God was in ther of a truth, 7 Cor. 4 
Sometimes it ſignifies the Predifrion of future and contingent * 3» *+ 
things, as when the Author of the Revelations ſaith, that the Te- 
| ſlimony of Jeſus was the Spirit of Propheſee 5 and in this Import of :© Rep. 
the Word, we have mention .in the AFs of the Fpoſtles, of the 19. 
' Prophet Agabns, who foretold the Dearth which was. to hap. 1 = 4% 
pen in the. Reign of Claudius Ceſar, and of other Prophets coming *7> ** 
from Jeruſalem ts Anticch, of Prophets and Teachers at Antioch, of ' 3 4-3. 
four Darghters of St. Philip, which did propheſie,, And among the *! 
Gifts diſpenſed by our Saviour, when he aſcended up on high, © 
are reckoned Proplets and Evangeliſts, Paſtors and Teachers. Thus 
Juſtin Martyr tells. the Jew, that the Gift of Prophefie, which. a- D:4l. cum 
mong them had long ſince ceaſed, was.conferr'd upon the Chriſtians, "76 7: 
| Þ 3s iy nuty o) wiger roy Tegmrng ariruars Tar, for we have t0 this we- ZOV. 
$ ry time the Gift of Propheſie. Jrenens faith, That. Propheſie and L.1.c c- 
| ”ifrons, Prediions of things future; and Revelation of things ſecret, | 
uy Pere irequent in his days. And mn Euſe- * The Prophets of .Mouranus faith 
. |} $ivs, there is mention. of. an * Antient: ye propheſied (Euſeb. Eccl, Hi. | _ 
F'Vriter, who, to confitethe Monta- 17.) & Tapaxgicn finy N + re;mer 
; viſe, all whoſe pretended Prophets. tne FH win ? naraudy,um tf x98 
17 were Extatick,. brings in. a. Catalogue. 7 xy daaiz- Tepnnas, 
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th. Sa. _ "88 
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a 42 | 3 BB 
Oc: Suu IvviioeyTes | ve * Agafey, *74#iv- of the renowned Prophets of the Chr; 
ds, wh dps” ns: 0? "3%  ſtian Church, who never ſaffered the 
phage aku tn w 60g Img jet Ph like Phrenſies, and after calls for x [ 
Db” | Succeſſion of theſe Prophets, as a thing + 
RU7OT I CgTnKOvT os 61” fed wo —_— (T ; ; h Ch «# b Ch h » . 
Stiy > avar T0 Theg?nrTitor yacTHa. OW nece aryint e riſtian ind 7, which, t 
TLTH Th MUUNNOND, uz a7 TESLIUS 47 %- had tne Gitt'then ceaſed, could not F 
prolag, 6 *AnimnG- atn7. Evcbins have been required from its Adverſa. ll 
allo adds, that ſome chought Monta- ries without the greateſt Prejudice to t 
a "—_— mw  ONIIES! an the Church of Chriſt. Now this was even ll © 
rapnei:e, Decaule there Were Tac cz by the Heathens, admitted as a certain 


ES: Toit 7% Jets ae | Ys. gt om EB 
do _— Gd FG ablos 1 - Rule, dy aivinatio ergo Dems, and "ri $ 
giz; imine Many (trange Er- AS CEITATrn, that it God Youchſated the MW 7 
tes of this Divine Gift iti!l remainiag Gitt of Propheſee, ro Chriſtians, in Con: f 
in divers Churches, Ai{2. Ecclef. l.5 c.3. firmation of that Faith, that Chriſtiani- 0 
ty is derived from God. Add to this, f » 

2dly, That they who were then called to Sacred Fun#ion g 

were either choſen to them immediately by the Holy Gho#F, or, 

with their ordination, they received ſome meaſure of theſe ex- ÞÞ 7 
traordinary Gifts, this indeed we might reaſonably expect, who Þ 7 

1 Cor. 12 know the Manifeitation of the Spirit was given wes mn 6ugkeor for the Þ 
7- benefit il others, that they ſhould be more eminently vouchſafed ÞF i; 
4 pb, to thoſe Men who were particularly deſigned for the perfeZing Þ 7 


iz. of the Saints, for the VYork of the Miniſtry, for the edifying the Boh 
of Chriſt, Wefind that Chrii# himſelf was conſecrated to hi Þ & 
Prophetick Office by. the deſcent of the Holy GhoF on him at Þil 
Baptiſm, and when he.ordained his Apoſiles, he ſaith unto them, Þo 
4 Lukeas my Father ſent me, ſo ſend | you, receive the Holy Ghoſt, and © 
| would not ſuffer them to begin their teſtimony concerning hin Þ / 
till they ſhould be exdued with Power from above, or with the 
12 As Holy Spirit. The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſeperate we Barnabas and Sai 
2. for the VYork, whereunto I have called them. St. Paul ſp2aks thus 
25 4a; Unto the. Elders of Aſia, take heed to your ſelves, and to the fluk 
238. over whichthe Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers : And he adviſe 
1 Tim. 4, Timothy not to negle# the Gift which was given him by Prophecy, 
14: _ and the Impoſition of the Hands of the Presbytery, to ſtir up the of £4 
RO "received by impoſition of hands. Clemens Romanns ſaith, thatiht | 
Epb. aq Apoſtles out of thetr Converts, choſe Biſhops and Deacons upans || 
Cur. fs, ® Trivuer?, Clemens of Alexandria adds, that John coming fron | 


4 | 


(t7-) 


i ſenatins faith of the Biſhvps placed eve-" 
7 ty where, that Ca) they were appointed by 
h, Wl the Conncil of Chriſt Jeſs, of the Biſhops, 
ot Wl Precbyters and Deacons, that they were 
a Wl 4ſroned by the Sentence of Chriſt Jeſus, thar 
0 they were ſert by the Father of the Family, 
n il of Oze/imus Biſhop of Epheſus,that ke was 
n WW giver? ther by God, of Polzcarp Biſhop of 
3 Wl Srjra,that he was madeBiſhop by God the 
el Father, and Chriſt Jeſus, and of the Bj. 
- W fop of Philadelphia, that he received the 
i- 8 Office 107 by himſelf, nor by Man, St. Cy- 
prian ſaith of the B:ſhops and Prieſts in 
rr general, that they were conſtitited ſuch, 


Aa ordained ſuch to be of the Clergy who were © dm Ts ariouar0- ont 
wiuever, as I may tender it, preſented to him by the Holy Ghoſt. c 22. 


Euſeb, Hi”. 
Ecel. |. 3. 
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not only by the Suſſrage of 


r, the People, and the Conſent of their Fellow-biſhaps, but alſo judicio c;pr. 1:6. 
- W Diviro, that he did make them Prieſts and Pope that th:y had 55 Fav. 
0 Dez teſtimonium, and that it was a great Abſurdity to think that 9+ 4! 
Je Biſhops were not conſtituted in the Church by God, which, if true, 09: 7 

dF is certainly a Demonſtration not only of the «poſtolical, but the 


s i Divine Orieinal of Fpiſcopacy, Bat, 


| 34h, Of thoſe Gifts which ſhew the Power of the Holy Ghoſt 

 Þ engaged'to promote the Chriſtian Faith, that 'of Toxgres 1s moſt 

t Filloſtrious, tor the Spirit which fell upon the Chriſtian Converts, 
Z opened their filent Months, and made them ſpeak the proper 


l 
IF Dialect of every Nation wnder Heaven. No ſooner did an Apo- 2 4: 5 


——_ 


LB fHelay his hands on af illiterate Perſon, but he ſpake with Ton- 


e Bigites, this was a thing exceeding requiſite to the ſpeedy Provpa- 

gation of the GoSel, which im the ſpace of Forty 7ears was to 
diſperſe it felt throughout the World according to our Lord's 
IPrediftion, it therefote was a thing publick, an notorious- to 2.4. 1, 
Jall the World, it was daily-exerciſed” among the Heath:ns by o- 1. 
FThers to convert them, and'by themſelves when they embraced 
The Chriſtian Faith, as we are frequenitly inform®d by the'Hiftory 
Df the Fs of the Apoſtles, and the Epiſtle to the Church of 
£0rinth, among who Gifts are reckoned divers kinds of Tongues, i Cer.1 2. 
$#1d the Interpretution of thert, to whom St. Part even objetteth-? ©: 
Wis ataongſt their Crimes, that whew they came together, every 


CZE 


| Chap. 14 
26, 


Verſ. 2.3. 
Ver/. 27. 


Verſ. J9. 


2 Cor. $. 
Fo 


20H. Ads 
18. 


( 18) 
one had his Tongue, and that if they proceeded thus to ſpeak 
with Tongues, they would be the Authors of Confuſion, ang 
cauſe the Heathens, who came to their Aſſemblies, to ſay, that 
they were mad, and then adviſeth that when they ſpake with 
Tongues, care ſhould be taken that there be ſome Interpreter, 
concluding, that, order being thus obſerv'd, no Man ſhould for. 
bid to ſpeak with Tongues z and if this Gift was fo abundantly 
conferr*d upon that Chnrch in which the Apoſile found fo pren 
Diviſions, Errors and Miſcarriages, and of which the Apoſil 
faith only, that they came behind the other Churches in no Gift, 
we may then reaſonably ſuppoſe others, and better Churche, 
had atleaſt an equal ſhare in this miraculous Endowment. This 
is that fignal Demonſtration of the Spirit which becomes more 
convincing from the exceeding frivolouſneſs of thoſe exception; 
which are made againſt it by Men who want no ſubtility, 0 
wiſdom to ſuggeſt k vaſions, where they may be found. For, Þ 
1. To aſſert that at the laying on of the Apoſtles Hands, the Þ |. 
Preaching of a Sermon, the ring of a mighty VVind, o ſtrange 
a Fit of Melancholy, ſuch unaccountable Diſeaſes ſhould ſeize Þ ? 
upon ſo many thouſand Chriſtiazs, and ſhould dire& each Mo. 
tion of their Tongues, to think that this effe&t ſhould be fo pro. iÞ 
per and peculiar to the Chriſtian Temper, as that no other Per. Þ K 
{ons ſhould pretend unto it, that it ſhould naturally ceaſe, when F ; 
once the Chriſtian Faith had ſpread it ſelf throughoue all Vai: Þ 7 
t 
c 
] 


* =» My, 


x5, and never give the World one freſh experience of its eff- Þ , 

cacy, that we know of, after the ſecond Certury, is ſure a Symp. | 

tom of a.diſtemper*d Fancy, and the deepeſt Melarcholy. : 

2dlz, Others who aſcribe the Gift of Tongues to the Aft Þ 
ance of the Evil one, ſeem yet more palpably abſurd 5 ſeeing Þ 
the Dottrine which was promoted by this Gift is pure and peace- Þ 
able, and highly inſtrumental to advance God's Glory, andto þ 
dire& Mankind to the Enjoyment both of preſent and eternal 
Happineſs, and therefore cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed to de- | 
rive fromthat impure, miſchievous Spirit, wholabours after no- 
thing morethan the Diſhonour of the God of Heaven, and the | 
Deſtruction of Mankind. This Doctrine was defign'd to over- | 
turn the DeviPs Kingdom, to turn Men frow the Power of Satan |: 
4into God, and to.deliver the deluded World from that wo 
ond 


%. 


619) 
thoſe barbarous. and inhuman Rites, and thoſe ridiculous ' and 
filthy Ceremontes'which ke had taught the World to praQice, 
and eſpouſe © as Fart of that devotion which was due to what 
they called God. Moreover, this Do&rize filenc'd all the De- 
viÞs Oracles, it forced his Legions to quit thoſe ſeats they had fo 
long and quietly enjoy*d before our Saviowr's coming, and to 
(4) confeſs they were but Devils, and could do nothing when the Name 
of Chriſt was mintion'd. Now fare it is irrational to think Sata (2) N'/i /* 
ſhould thus contend with Satar, that he ſhould deſtroy the very 2774 
Kingdom he himſelf erefted, or that he ſhould concern himſelf*”” a 
to propagate, and to confirm that Faith which bears the great-"c,,7,5, 
eſt Oppoſition both to his Nature, and Deſigns. te 
non audente:y ibidem illins Chriſtiani prec :ciſſimi . ſanguinem ſundite, Tertul. Apol. C. 2.2. 
Hec emmia ſciunt pleriq, pars veſtrum, ifp/cs Demonias de ſemetipſis confireri, quoties a nobis 
tormentis wer borum, © orationis incendis de corporibus exigtn*ur, —— ipfts teſtibus eſſe eos 
Demonas de ſe' verym confitentibus credice, Minur. p. 21. Cyprian Ep. ad Demetr. Lactan. 
Le..c 15.446 7. N42: | | 
Ing7 3ap muoutre wdtw'as ms toy dygyoia; withdas naſe. Porphyrius apud Eulcb. 


prepar. Evanyy 1: 5. C. 1. 


Obj. 1 know not any thing which can with any colour of pre- 
tence be offer*d to invalidate the Strength cf tis plain demonſtra- 


 tion'of the Truth of ' Chriſtian, Faith, but this ſurmiſe, that theſe 
| things are recorded only by the Apoſtles, and Evaneeliſts, and 
| Primitive Profeſſors of that Faith, and ſo the Truth of what 
| they fay only depends upon their teſtimony deliver'd in their 
! own cauſe; now this exception will be fully obviated by theſe 
' Two Conſiderations. | 


Anſe 1. That theſe Writings muſt be ſent unto the Churches to 


; which they were direQed, theſe Hiſtories of the 4&s of the 
1 Apoſtles compoſed in thoſe very Ages when Chriſtianity by the 4. 
poſtles was propagated through the World, and therefore whilſt 
| all Perſons concern'd in the things delivered by them, might be 
| certain of the Truth, or. Falſchood of what they did affirm 
Jtouching theſe Gifts, and Operations: of the Holy Ghoſt vouch- 
Flafed to them, orexerciſed among them. 


2. That we have many ſtrong and convincing Reaſons to be- 


lieve that theſe Apoſtles, and ſacred Writers ſpake forth the 


words of truth and ſoberneſs in that which they deliver'd in theſe. 
D | Writings 


(20) 
Writings togching theſe Gifts and Operations of the Holy, Spiry, 
and did not in theſe Epiſtles, and Diſcourſes boaſt of that which 
they had not performed, or. which: thoſe Churches, to. which 
theſe Writings. were directed, had not experienced;., 
And firſt, That theſe Writings were compoſed,. andi ſent unto 
theſe Churches 1n that very Age in;which« the. 4paſeles lived, and 
propagated the Chriſtian. Faith. throughout the World, may he 
concluded. (1.) Becauſe they bear the Names of the Apoſile,, 
and. Evangeliſts, for no Man could pretend they were ſo, had 
they. not really been ſuch, but they muſt put a Cheat upon the 
World, and ſubſtitute their: own inventions, for the. Word of 
God. Moreover they have been handed down: for: ſuch. by a 
more g-neral Tradition, and of a firmer Credit than any of the 
Books cf Cicero,or Virgil, which we indiſputably own as theirs, for 
it was a. Tradition of the whole Chriſtian World, which owned, 
cited, read; and receiv'd them as ſuch-from the Apoſtles days, as 
is apparent from the Epiſtle of St. Clement, Barnabas, Jenatins, 
and Polycarp, whilft- others which pretended to the" ſame. Orizj- 
val, were univerſally rejected by them.. Befides they did atteſt 
them ſo to be by many ſufferings which-they had no temptation 
to endure beſides. the Truth at their aflertion :. *twas a _Trad+- 


tion which concerned things the, higheſt moment and which Þ 
reſto þe, well. aſlured of, they being Þþ 


it, was their. greateſt, intere we | | 
the ſole Ground of. their; ſupport.at preſent, under the ſharpeſt 
Tryals, and of their future hopesz and therefore Writing 
which-they were concerned to. get, hear, read and keep, they 
were Books written to whole Churches and, Nations, yea the 
whole Worzld of Chriſtians, who cavld not have. rgceiv'd them 
eaſily, had the: poſiles, by, whom. they were converted, given 
no intimations of th*-m. Books of the greateſt Oppoſition to 
the Superſtitions both of Jews and Heathez, and which d& 


, 


nounced, upon them the greateſt, Plagues and. Judgnteats, ſuch | 
as obliged. them to ſearch, as much as poſſible, . into. the Truth Þ 
of what they, ſaid, and yet theſe Books were,by them-nat..de- Þ 
med to be the Works of thoſe Apoſeles and Evargeliſts whole Þ 


names they bare, they were Books which could not be ſpread 
abroad in the Apoſeles. days, and; in their. names, unleſs the 4-F 
poſtles had induted them, nor be eſteemed as the great ere, | 
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of the Chri)i3an Faith, if the Apoſtle: were ſo forgetful'of them, 
as not to let thoſe Perſdns, fot whoſe ſake the Were written, 
know it,they' were Books which prerended to a Commillion frotn 

the Holy Feſus to leave a Rule of Life and Doctrine to Mankind, 

0 which was intruſted only in the Hands of the Apoſtles, all others 

a NE ſtill pretending to deliver only what they receiv'd from them, 

© | they were indited partly to confirm the Chriſtian Faith, and to 

ſ, 

d 


engage Men to belieye it,partlyto/put an end to the Contentions, 

and rectify' the Errors which had crept' into the Church in the 
Apoſiles days,and needed ſpeedy reformation,partly to jaſtifythem- 

ti ſelves againſt falſe Brethren,and to aſſert the Truth of their po. 

a W #leſhip, and partly to preſerve their Proſehztes from ſuch as did 

© FF pervert the Faith, and partly to inſtruct them howto bear up in 

r FF fiery tryals, and to ſupport the Souls of Chriſtians under the 

d, Þ Miſeries they ſuffered from a perſecuting World, and therefore 

is they were written on ſach Grounds as did require-a quick dy: 

7, Þ patch upon theſe errands to the Churebes for which they. were 

+ & intended, and ſo the Apoftles muſt be ſuppoſed to give early no- | | 

it Þ tice of them; and-to divulge thetn to the Chriſtian World whilſt 

N they,” to whom they were committed, were able to diſprove 

lr & them, if they had been-falſe. 

nh F Ina Word, The Epiſ#le to the\Rowars mult be falſe; or elſe it = 

7 © muſt be ſent by ' the Apoſtle before he bad ſeen Roe, - for it con- !. &”- 
ll Þ taineth an infimation, that'he ha not ſees them, a deſire to ſee * 1» 15) 
& | them, and a Promiſe to come to them. The #rſ# Epiſtle to the Wo, 

JT Þ Corinthians maſt be indited whilſt the Contentions and - Diſor- 

be B) ders, touching the Exerciſe of their ſpiritual Gifts, contiqned, 

mn F becauſe it was defign*d to corre 'them, and whillt St. Pax! was 

a. in a Capacity to be.in Perſon with them, becauſe he ſaith, #he 109%: 
v0 Bi reft will 1 ſet in order when 1 come, The ſecond Epiſtle muſt be 3 f 

© Ix written when the great Famine hapned'in Judea, of which 24a- ==>22.0 
Y $544 foretold, becauſe two Chaptets of it are "ſpent in-exhortati- 2cor 8.4 
[1 {on to'a Hberal Coritriburian to it, and'St. Paul was himſelf the 11. 42, 
ol | Meſſenger by whom that Charity was Tent. The Epiteto'the 30 

6 BY Galatians muſt be tndited whilſt the Controverfie touching Juſti- 

4 fication by the Law, or by the hearing of Faith was hot -amongſt 

4 them, whilſttheir diflatisfaQions touching the Apoſtkeſzp of St, 5- Gal. 2 
J Pa continued, 'and whilſt he lived, for | Pal, faith he; retify. 1 G44z0: 
J's zouthus arid thus, the Th of what T write, | confirm to you ©" 017 
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( 22 ) | 
-by the:Oath,of God, and he concludeth ' bis Epiſtle chus, * bene. 
i forth let mo Mars rrowble me, for I bear im my; Body the Marks of the 
Lord: Jeſus. In his EpiſHe, to the Epheſians, he; repgthens hi 
2b. 1-exhortation with the Conſideration of his Bonds, faying, TPal 
the Priſoner of the Lord beſeech you. In that to the £ Philippians, 
he mentions his Bands, his expeFation of deliverance fron them 
”", by their Pragers, his deſire to.dye, his aſſarance he. ſhould. live to 
3625 f rve: the Church, his abſence from them, and; confidence that he 
2, 2.4. ſhould come to ther. In that to the Coloſſaans, he ſpeaks of his 
Co! 4, preſent joy, his ſufferings, his labours for the Church, his ' ſollicitud, 
29 | 2-1. fox.them, and thoſe of Laodicea, his ſalutation 1 with his own hanl, 
4-15. 9 his {nding Tychicus and Oneſimus to give. them, an account of hiz 
(oc , Aﬀairs, 1n his Epiſtles to the Theſſalonians, he fpeaks of his 4. 
>. | 2. Jence from them, of his great deſire to ſee then, his ſo//icitud: 
| >. 6.6. for their ſtedfaftneſs under the Sutferings they endured for the 
2 Theſ, > Faith, bjs comfort when he heard that they ſtood, firm , he de. 
L197; "4 :ires their Prayers, that he may be delivered from evil ; 6 and 
(2. #4. concludes with the. Salutation-of his.own hand, In the Epiſtle t 
19. the Hebrews he begs their Prayers, .that he may be the ſo9ner with 
them, and promiles to come with Timothy : as for thoſe writ to 
Timothy, Tit#s and Philemon, I hope *tis needleſs to; prove that Þ 
they were written whillt they lived,and, were aot ſeat unto.then Þ 
in anorher Worltk. na Ward, -all-pr moſt of; theſe-Epiſtles gm- Þþ 
ry his Name betore then,.his. Mark « or, Token inthe Cloke, they 
m-ntion the Brethren then living, and ſpeak of Salutation from, Þ 
07,tgthem, 4n, them he is ſtill prayzzg tor them, or begging the Þ 
Aiſze tance of their Prayers, t-omR many other things. which-arc 
mott certain Indications of the Time when.they were, wrizzen. Þþ 
2dly, . That the. Apoſiles in' theſe Writings, ſpeak: the Wardw 
Truth and Sobernefs in that which they. deliver'd, \ touching 
theſe Gifts and Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, and did not boal 
of that which-they had not performed in thoſe Churches, oro þ 
that of, which thole Churghes had [no EEPEſIonce,) , will. be evideP 

om theſe Confiderations, - 

L hat they ſuffer'd loſs of Danes Tide. Credit, Re of 
all RO. coula d counted dear unto them, to-confirm the.TratbÞ 
of what they taught, and they perſvaded :Myriads. in all thok 
places to which theſe Writings were-direfted by them to-follov 
the Example of their Sufferings, propounding to them yr 
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(23) | 
the firft Fruits, the Farneſt, the Comfort of the- Holy Spirit here, 


"the Joys of Heater hereattet;-as the true Motive, and Engage- 


ment to' endure all theſe dreadfal things. © Now, if Perſons 
void of Subtilty, and kuman Artifices,' as the Apoſtles were, de. 
liver to the World a Dodrine, which is according to Godlineſs, 
and worthy of the God of Heaven, as is the Chriſtian Faith, if 
they declare they had Commiſſion from Heaven to divulge that 
Dofrine, and that they expetted at preſent no advantage by 
it, but only the moſt dieadful Sufferings, this being whar their 
Maſtcr had foretold, and that to which they were appointed, as 
we read intheir Epiſtles, if accordingly they did futter all, that 
Wit and Valice could inflict ven them, and'ſealed their Do- 
arine with their Blood, I fay when all theſe Circumſtances-con- 
cur, What reaſon.can we have to difpute therr teſtimony; or 
think they could be atted by any Motive in the Publication of 
the Chriſtian Faith, but the Cenrviction of the Truth of- what 


"they publiſhed. Again, fnce Men-who are -convinczd ot' a fu- 


ture Yappineſi, are naturally fo unwilling to'quit the Pleafures 
and the Enjoymcnts of the Wcrld in Profecuti6n of 'that Hay» 
pinefs, canit bz thought that many Myriads, who conld have 
no conviction of it, if theſe things were falſe, ſhould, with the 
preateſt Joy and Freedom, part with Lite, and all the fiveer En- 


toyrat n;sof 'Iit,' ro promote -! known Delufon; | and In defencc 
of thofe Ppiſtles, which made a frequent 'mention'sf Gifts and 


Miracles imparted, to them, when they had no'experience-of 


them, eſpecially, if zhirdly, we conſider, that the Affiftance and 
| Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt were promiſed to all-Ghriſtian ſuff-+ - 
J ers, and they weretold, that as their troubles did abound,” rheir | 
comforts ſhould aboind mntch more, that wheft they werereproach- : 


J 


ed, and excrcis?d with fiery Tryals, they were happy People, be- : 


cauſe the Spirit of Glory, and of god would reſt upon them, this the 
Apoſtle} taught thern to expect, arid this, ſay the Apoſtles,- ye 


have found, for ye became Followers of the Lord, and of us, ba- 


ving receiv*d the Word with wmch affiidtion, and'joy of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Now if this promiſe was- fenfibly made good unto then, 


they receiv'd the Earneſt of the Truth: of - Chriſtian Faith,- and 


an aſſurance of Gad's concernment to encourage and reward 


the faithful-Chriftiar 3 but if they found no ſenſible experience - 
% 
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t The. 2. they, are Witneſſes, and God alſo, bow bolily, ju5th, and nnbl awg- 
19, i1. bly we behaved our ſelves among you, ſor neither at any time pſed ws 


i's/. 2,4.4s witneſs, our Exhortation was nat of Deceit ar (3uile, we have nat 


0 24 ) 
of this Pledge, and: Earveſt of theſe Conſolations, what x 
had they wy expect.the Bleſlings of another Worll, os e908. 
_tinue.to_ take joyfully the ſpoiling of thezr Goods, the Loſs of 
Credit, Life, and all their worldly Comforts, in propagation of 
that Faith which had ſo palpably deceiv'd them, and to eſtabliſh 
the Belief of thoſe Epiſtles which contained theſe apparent Falk. 
hoods ? LIN i 
Secondly, If Men in their Fpiſiles to their Proſclytes, ſpeak 
largely of the Gifts. which they have exerciſed, 'and of the 
. mighty Works they have performed among them, and alſo of 
the Power conferr'd npon thoſe very Proſelztes, to exerciſe thale 
Gifts, and do thoſe Wondrous Works; if in thoſe very Wrzt- 
ings they appeal to the Senſes, and the Conſciences of thoſe to ND 
. whom they write, and boldly tell them, that their Eyes have 
ſeen, and their own Conſciences bear Witneſs to the Truth of B* 
what they ſay 3 and if thoſe very Writings. which contain:theſe © 
bold Appeals, are by thoſe very Men, to whom. -they.do ap- WE 
peal, received, and embraced as Divixe Fpiitles, there can re- Wt 
-main, when all theſe Circumſtances do concur, no place for MW? 
doubting of the Truth of this Appeal. Now that this was 
moſt certainly the Caſe of our poiZles, cannot .be reaſonably 
( 
| 


denyed, if you admit that they then writ, when what they (aid 
might eaſily, have been confuted, it it had bcen falſe ; for, they, 
with the greateſt Confidence, aſſert, That God - confirm'd the. 
Word of his Grace: by doing Signs and Wond:rs by their Hands: 
that he bare witneſs to it by mighty Signs and Hnders, and Di- 
tributions of the Holy Ghoſt; as hath been prov*'d already, 
Thirdly, You have heard them alſo frequently aſſerting, and 
teſtifying, that the, like Gifts and Operations were vouchſafed 
to thoſe Churches, to which theſe Letters were. dire&ed, and 
that they were all Partakers of this Grace, | dee: 
Fonrthly, For Confirmation of theſe Sayings, they'appealun- | 
to the Searcher of all Hearts, and to the Canſciences of thoſe to 
whom theſe, Writings: were direQted, . ever you. your ſelves, ſay 


flattering Words, as you know, nor a Cloak, of Covetouſneſs, God 
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C 25 ) 
alowed canningly deviſed Fakles 3. wa have not walk d in Craftineſs, 


Truth commend. our ſelves to every \Man's Conſcience imithe 
ofGod. | 
, Now theſe Conſiderations do mightily confirm the truth of. 
what they have delivez?d in theſe Books; for can it rationally be; 
be conceiv*d,.'that, Men of ſuch Abilities to write the deepeſt | 


ik Myſteries, and the exafteſt Precepts of Morality, ſhould 
he {be o ſtrangely fooliſh, as to confirm them chiefly by am 
of Appeal to the Sences and Experiences of thoſe Men, who, as 
{« themſelves were well afſured,. had never ſeen; or done, or found 


the leeſt Experience of any of thoſe, things they, mentioned 5. / 
but. if we could:ſuppoſe, that the HpofHes had been ſo ſtrangely 
inconfiderate, can we believe thoſe Writings which contain'd 


of Fan Appeal. of fo great Falſhood and Hypocriſte, and only were 


, 


conticm?d. by. Perjyry, and impudent Appeals-unto the Confct- 
ence / of, thoſe Men, who. never found thoſe Comforts of _ 
the.: Holy.. Ghoſt,, who: never. had theſe. Gifts of Torgnes, In- 

terpretation, Healing, Propheſie, &c.. which theſe Epiſtles tell us 
were their daily Exercife. I ſay, can we believe that ſuch Epz- 
{es ſhould obtain to be embraced. by thoſe Churches, to which 
they. were indized, and» by all other Chriſtians, as the Word of 
God? -May,we not with like Reaſon. think. a Morntebank, who 
© ſhould uy. Commendation .of his Balſomrs, pretend: that he had 
| wrought great Cures by them; upon many Perſons preſent, and 
before, their Eyes, when both his Conſcience, and their Mquths, 
| were able.to atteft,. that they-receiv?d-not the leaſt Penefic foo 
| any,of, his . Balfazes, fhonld by this mnpudent Untruth, : engage, 
| thoſe very, Perſons, . he ſo ſhamefully. bely'd, to aflert the Sove. 

| raign Virtue of them,, in contradiction to their own Experience... 
 Laſth, if they who, enter theſe Appeals, .and by them do en-. 
(zdeavour to,confirm their. Proſelztes.in- the Profeſſion of the Faith: 
they teach, have. many. ſubtil and induftrious Adverſaries,, Men 
4zcalous to- oppoſe that Faith,, and: defirous to fiad, Occaſions of - 


1 Advantages over them, and apt, for want of ſuch Occaſions, to 
Jaccule them fallly, and charged dy the Apoſiles with. falſe Accu- 
 [fation; and: yet theſe very Perſons, when theſe very Arga-: 
eats, and Demonſtrations.of the. Spirit are urged in;.Confirmas-, 
tion + 


| 


bexdled the word of God deceitful but do by manietation of th xox 


Oy | (903... 

tion'of that Faith which theſe deceitful Workers did gairifiy;could 

- -> fitid nb, Gronnd of Cavil againſt theſe things, or could” prevait 
_ upon no'Perſons'to believe, that they had reaſon to accuſethem 
of Falſhood or Deceit in theſe Particulars ; we cannot reaſon. 

bly ſuſpe@ they uſed any Fraud or Falſhood in their Words 


Writings; but'this is certainly the Caſe of theſe Apoſtles, and 


i C-1.16. more eſpecially of Bleſſed Panl, for their Epiſtles do inform ys, 
Y that they had many Adverſaries, that they were in continual 
1 Th:/. 2 Perils from the Jews, were ofc en-ounter*'d by the Philoſopher, 
1+ and the Diſp:ters of the Horld ; that even among themſelves wer: 
nu '* many vain, unruly Talkers and Deceivers, which gainſaid their 
\ " 3-Doftin2; many proud Boaſters, and Corrupters of the Truth, 
+. E». of Which did endeavour to empair their Credit in the Chyrch, 
3ob.v.10.and who did prate againſt them with malitious words ; that there 
1 Phil. wereſome, who preached Chriſt only ont of a Principle of Strife and 
15, 16. Envy, that they might add AﬀtiFion to their Bonds 5, and ſome 
2 Gul. 4 falſe Brethren, who came in privily to ſpy o:t th:ir Liberty : Nor 

have we reaſon to ſuſpe&, that al}, or any of thefe Adverſaries, 

negleQed any Pains or Diligence, which ought in rezxſon' to be 

uſed, to ſearch into the Certainty of what they offer*d for Con. 

firmation of this Faith, an41 for the Vindication of their Apoſtle 


ſhip, from theſe Aſperſions which theſe falſe Apoſtles laid 'npon 
them. Since then we: never find the Truth of theſe Relat- 
ons queſtion*d by any of their numerous and potenr A1verſa- 


ries, the falſe Apoſile, or falſe Brother, the inquiitive and learn:d 
Srecipen, or the malicious Few, and fince we are affured by the 

vent, that if Attempts of ſath a Nature have bezn made, they 
all-prov*d meffe@ual, and inſufficient to leflen or take away the 
Credit of theſe Writings 1a the Chriſtian World. | ſay, ſeeing 


theſe things are ſo, it may be certainly concluded that theſe 


Writings were not, and could not be convinced of Falſhood, 
but contained Matter of unqueſtionable Truth. Now, hence 
it clearly follows, that this Aſſiſtance of the Eoly Ghoſt, was a 


moſt full'and ample Confirmation of the Chriſtian Faith, anda | 
ſafficient Evidence that it derived from the God of Truth, for | 
| Cor. 4. thisthey conſtantly declared,that they were Apoſiles ſent fromGod, | 
9. Co-workers with God, and jaithful Stewards of his Myſteries z that || 
: Rm. 4. they were Servants, and Apoſtles of that Feſms, who was declared || 


ti 
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to be the." Son of God with d that--the ey..preached the 

Goſpel by Virtue of the Holy Wy Z wg Dengy $iongg "This 

theg.mult be a certain Trath. or el Ie Fae muſt” be. falſe. 

Morcover, from what-. Ailcourſe ſed, I conclude, 'that 

the Power,..by which theſe boly Ml were ated, conld not'de- 

nd © rive from Satan, it therefore maſt derive ran God, whence it 

| will folow, that what it was delig nd to confirm, trioft be cer- 

a1 | tain Truth, or Godmuſt be ſp to employ his Acta to 
confirm a Lye, and ſtabliſh. an; ot in the Worl 5 +by-the 

' Þ Affiſtance of his Holy Spirit, whi eat Abſard kicd and 

very. much repugnant to to his Truth. and. gſtice. And if theſe 

4 © things convince ys of the, Truth of Chriſtia» Faith. 

4 © - Hence have we: reaſon to infer, That | it.is very worthy of our 

: Þ Labour, and. much: concerns -us. to be well acquaihted * with 

4 © this Faith. God isnot buſied about Trifles, when he is pleaſed 

by extraordinary Methods, and Tranſports of Nature to ſhew 

1» | the Glory: of 'his Power, 'we.may be ſure. rhe DofQrine he 

s, © thus bo hg i worthy. of all Acceptation 3 of this Salvation, 

\: © faith Sr. Peter, the Prophets have enquired, and ſearched dili- 1 Per. 1. 

1- | gently, becauſe/it.was that glorious Work of f My. and of ' 1» 12: 
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ced to Divine Perfe&ions,deſerves as much to be prefer*d before 
all other. Wiſdom, . as the Concernments of- our Souls-deſerve to 
be prefer'd before the. Intereſts of our frail Bodies, or-our eternal 
lntereſts,. to be regarded more than temporal: - 

Tyf. 1. 1f this Demonftration of the Holy Spirit doth fo abun- 
dantly confirm the Truth of Chriſtian Faith, it maſt ' exceeding]z 
concern us in Point of Intereſt and: Wiſdom, to yield, Obed:- 
ence to al} the Precepts of that Faith. The Gentiles had the 
Law of Nature written in their Hearts, their Conſcience bearing 
them witneſs, and their i»ward Reaſonings, fometimes accuſing, 
and ſometimes excufing them, and'the Reſult of their Traſprel, 
fions. againſt this dim and imperfect Law of Nature , way, 
that God gave them up to vile AfﬀeCtions, and to-a-reprobats 
Mind. 3 the Law. was given to the Jews by Miniſtration of. holy 
Angels, and therefore every Tranſgreſſion of: it receiv'd a juſt 


2 Hebr. 2, Reward of, Recompence. How then, faith the poſele, (hall 


4 


15 Rom. 


7d. 


we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Salvation ? which at the firſt, Þ 
was ſpoken by the Lord, and was conftrm'd by his: Apoſtles, 
God. bearing, witneſs to it by divers Diſtribations of the Holy 
Ghoſt. "Eſpecially, if we conſider, Firſ#, That by Diſobedience Þ 
to the Chriſtian,Precepts, we contradi@ the great Deſign of all Þ 
thoſe Demonftrations of the Holy Spirit, which were vouchlafed Þ 
to confirm it, the Wonders wrought by the Power of the Spirit Þ 
being intended, faith St. Pal, to make the Gertiles obedient in | 
Word,and Deed. Secondly, That: this great Confirmtion of the Þ 
Chriſtian Faith, doth highly aggravate the Guile of our Tran. | 
greſions of the Chriſtian Precepts, for the ſtronger is.the Motive 
to believe, the greateris the Guilt of Diſobedience, becauſe ſach 
Motives may be eaſily diſcerned, and ſo our Ignorance: of them 
muſt be leſs excnfable, and we cannot reſiſt their Evidence, but 
we mult offer violence to the Conviftions of our..Conſciences : 
were Clyiſtjan Faith confirmed only by. probable Inducements 
to believe it,. our Diſobedience to its Precepts would be moſt | 
'rrational.they beihg in themſelves moſt excellent,and ſuch asour | 
own; Reafor muſt approve as beneficial to our ſelves, and others, | 
the Motives which engage tothe Performance of them ,are.inf+ | 
nxely to.be prefer?d before;whatever ſtands in competition with | 
them 3 the Evils which they threaten -to:the.diſobedient, a 

 terible | 


( 29.) 
terrible and laſting than any we can ſuffer by being ſtedfaſt in 
this Faith 3 and: ſurely then; whoever owns the Certainty of- 
Chriſtian Faitb, and lives in ContradiQtion to it,or by his PraQtice, 
gives the Lye to his Profeſſion, can have no Shadow of Excuſe, 
or Hopes of Mercy at the great Day of his Accounts. In a word, 
ſeeing this Demonſtration-of the Holy Spirit doth convince us of 
the Truth of Chriſtiaz Faith, it muſt add Strength to all the Mo- 
tives, Engagements and Encouragements to lead a Virtuous, 
and holy Life, which this Religion, above all others, doth af- 
ford. For ifall that is delivered in theſe VVriting, and Epiſtles, 
indited by the Apoſtles and Evargeliſts 5 be the Revealed V Vill 
of Heaven, then.all the Promiſes and comfortable Paſſages re- 
corded in them, will be aſluredly made good to all true Chri- 
ſtians, and the Aſſurance of theſe ineſtimable Bleflings muſt lay 
upon us ſtrong Engagements #0 be ſtedfaſ#, immoveable, always 
bounding in the VVork of the Lord, as kgowing that our Laboux 
ſhall. not be in vain-in the Lord. sf 
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